Hunsbury Library
Overslade Close
East Hunsbury
Northampton
NN4 0RZ
Tel: 01604 708429
Email: clerk@easthunsburyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of East Hunsbury Parish Council held on Tuesday 21st June 2022 at
7:00pm at Blacky More Community Centre.
Present:
Also present:

Item no
22/056
22/057

22/058

22/059

22/060
22/061

Cllr M Allen, Cllr B Burnell, Cllr M Campbell, Cllr P Draper, Cllr C Douglas (Chairman) Cllr J
Elliott, Cllr D Lewis, Cllr K Moore, Cllr M Roach, Cllr P Warden
Mrs C Holgate (Clerk), Sgt Nick Paul (Northamptonshire Police), Cllr Suresh Patel (West
Northamptonshire Council)

To receive and approve apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Firman (work commitment)
Co-option of Councillor
One application was received for the vacancy on the council arising from a casual vacancy.
The council voted by show of hands which was tied 5 in favour and 5 against. The Chairman exercised
her casting vote, and it was
RESOLVED to co-opt Ken Hodgson to the Council.
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office will be signed by Mr Hodgson at the next available
opportunity.
To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Tuesday 17th May
2022
The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Tuesday 17th May 2022 (copies of which being folios 295299 having been previously circulated) were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
To receive and note the draft minutes of the Resources Committee meeting held on Tuesday 14th
June 2022
The draft minutes were received and noted.
Declarations of Interest
No declarations were received.
Police and Public Session
A report was received from PC Okere for May:
Burglary residential
0
Burglary Non-residential 0
Criminal Damage
3
Vehicle Crime
3
Sgt Nick Paul was in attendance at the meeting and provided an overview of current issues. Burglary
figures have dropped and there are positive local results. East Hunsbury is a low crime area.
The Council extended their thanks to officers for attending the Jubilee Fete.
Public Session
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Cllr Suresh Patel (WNC) gave an update on West Northamptonshire Council matters including the
boundary review which is ongoing. Cllr Draper asked for information on the Household Support
Fund.
22/062

22/063

22/064

22/065
22/066

22/067

Planning
a) To consider planning applications and representations received by the Parish Council.
The following planning applications were discussed:
WNN/2022/0550 – 12 Brashland Drive, Northampton, NN4 0SS
Single storey rear extension
No comments, but the council would support any object made in relation to light.
RESOLVED that the Planning Authority be informed of any comments made.
Northampton South SUE
a) To receive an update on the Collingtree Park development following the meetings held with
Vistry on 6th June 2022.
Members received copies of the meeting notes from the meeting.
b) Members received an update on the proposed community building. Vistry are working on a
draft plan for review by the council.
Transfer of Assets from West Northamptonshire Council
Members were provided with a report outlining the proposed next tranche of transfer of assets.
a) RESOLVED that the council would seek transfer of Granary Road East, Granary Road West and
Stonepit open space. Enquiries would continue in respect of Pyghtle open space, Thames
Road open space and Frosty Hollow open space. No transfer would be sought for Augusta
Avenue POS, Penvale Road tree belt, Saffron Close POS, or Stanford Way open space.
b) RESOLVED to commission a tree survey for the areas to be transferred.
c) RESOLVED to commission a survey of maintenance for areas to be transferred.
Flagpole
The proposal to erect a flagpole in the parish was not carried.
Finance and related matters
a) RESOLVED to approve the payments to be made in June 2022 (Appendix A)
b) Financial reports were received for information. Bank balances were reported:
Current account £93,145.67
Reserves account: £107,029.95
Nationwide reserves account: £85,184.09
Skipton reserves account: £85,000.00
c) The adjustments to Ear Marked Reserves were noted.
Administration
a) The Clerk’s Report was received (Appendix B).
b) The Actions List will be updated and sent to all councillors.
c) The Document Schedule will be updated and sent to all councillors.
d) The Register of Planning Applications will be sent to all councillors.
Close
The meeting closed at 8.25pm
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Appendix B
Clerks Report
1.

Funding
Funding has been received from the National Lottery for the planned community orchard in
Grangewood Park. The planting of the orchard will take place during National Tree Week at the end
of November
The parish council have been awarded over £20,000 from Nature Bid for works to the brook in Penvale
Park, which will include creating a bund at the Lichfield Drive end of the park and digging out the brook
to allow it to hold more water. This work is expected to take start in Spring 2023.

2.

Pathfinder
We are still chasing the outcome of this project with WNC. There seems to have been no movement
on this for some time, but we cannot apply for funding for mitigation measures until we have the final
report. The Clerk will continue to chase with WNC.

3. Communication from WNC
In March NCALC raised with WNC the issue of communication with parish and town councils on our
behalf, as parish councils had raised this without any acknowledgement or change.
The outcome of this was the WNC Town & Parish Briefing. The view is that the information contained
in the briefing needs to be more relevant to town and parish councils.
The issue of lack of communication has been raised again with WNC.
4.

Planning
Colin Walker has been appointed as the Interim Director of Planning at WNC, replacing Jim Newton
who left WNC on 16th May. Colin has some work to do to bring the planning department up to speed.
Unpaid CIL has been highlighted by Duston and Upton Parish Councils, and an officer will be engaged
to review and assess WNC’s CIL/S106 position. A report is expected in August at the earliest. If the
review finds anything out of the ordinary then the report may have to go to cabinet first and will take
longer to be published.
WNC have not had a S106 officer for some time and the planning department is understaffed. The
Pre-App Service was suspended in early May “due to high caseloads and staff shortages.”

5.

Community Engagement
The Jubilee Fete has received really great feedback from residents on social media, and we have
received lots of lovely emails from people who came along.
The Jubilee coins presented to primary school children have also been well received, with residents
telling us what a nice keepsake they are.
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East Hunsbury Life Magazine, the new parish directory, has been published and will be ready for
delivery to every home in the parish by the end of the week. We will also be publishing a digital copy
online.
6.

Blacky More open space
The rope swing in the play area has been vandalised and needs replacement. We have received a
quote for replacement from idVerde, and further quotes will be obtained.

7.

Meetings and training attended
Cllr Campbell and the Clerk met with Paul Carvey, Vistry re community building – 27th May
Cllr Douglas met with Simon de Senlis Primary School, East Hunsbury Primary School, and Wootton
Park Primary School, to present Jubilee coins – end of May
Cllr Douglas and the Clerk met with Vistry for development walk-about – 6th June
Clerk attended Parish Mapping training – 14th June
Clerk met James Clark, Parish & Shires, re adding bollard to new gate entrance in Grangewood Park
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